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Research progress on active components of traditional Chinese medicine inhibiting esophageal carcinoma
by targeting mitochondrial apoptosis pathway

XIAO Junke',MU Xiaoyan®, GUO Jiaojiao', YANG Shangzhi', CAO Xuewei', GUO Zhizhong’(1. Second Clinical
Medical College, Henan University of Chinese Medicine, Zhengzhou 450002, China; 2. Dept. of Oncology,
Longhua Hospital Affiliated to Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Shanghai 200032, China;
3. Dept. of Oncology, Henan Provincial Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine/the Second Affiliated Hospital
of Henan University of Chinese Medicine, Zhengzhou 450002, China)

ABSTRACT Esophageal carcinoma is a malignant disease with a high incidence rate and poor prognosis. The mitochondrial
apoptosis pathway plays a pivotal role in the regulation of cell death and has become a focal point in current cancer therapeutics
research. Various active components from traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) can target the mitochondrial apoptosis pathway to
inhibit esophageal carcinoma, presenting as potential therapeutic agents for this disease. This paper summarizes relevant research on
the inhibition of esophageal carcinoma by active components in TCM via targeting the mitochondrial apoptosis pathway. It has been
found that flavonoids (casticin, icariin, luteolin, kaempferol, hesperetin, deguelin, etc.) , terpenoids (oridonin, Jaridonin,
artesunate, ethyl acetate fraction of pleurotus ferulatus triterpenoid, etc.) , alkaloids (matrine, swainsonine, etc.) , polyphenols
(curcumin, epigallocatechin-3-gallate, corilagin, etc.), steroids (a-hederin, polyphyllin VI, etc.), phenols (optimized scorpion
venom peptide CT-K3K7, gecko active polypeptide, etc.) , volatile oils (cinnamaldehyde, o -asarone, etc.) and other active
components from TCM can target the intrinsic mitochondrial apoptosis pathway, induce apoptosis in esophageal carcinoma cells,
and inhibit their proliferation, invasion and migration by regulating oxidative stress, blocking the cell cycle, regulating signaling
pathways such as PI3K/Akt and MAPK.

KEYWORDS traditional Chinese medicine; active components; esophageal carcinoma; mitochondrial apoptosis; cell apoptosis;

mechanism of action
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RIT IR R AR TR A R — e R A
MOBETALE], X T AE e LA E 5 B IG & & R S0P
2OCH B VRN EAZ AN A AL A 2R AR AT L
B T R N, 5 R A MR PP PR BE T, 7E N TR 20
MLJA T A ) AR rh A OCHE Y, TRy T R A £
B BARTE T CBIE NS DL A TS P LA S e
el B R AR TR AL S A L BB RS R BT
Ui AL BUIE S 2R G EAE RS 20 b 25 PRy
AL 3E A PR SRR TR R A 0 R AR R R A
BT B TE R, ARSCREILASS T 256 1
53368 3 A ) SRR A TR AR AR AR DG 5T
B AE R (A I RIA T SR W R 25 3 & B AR AR
A5 1]
1 ZNEEATEMERZELZREFRERIE
LR TR AR 7 B 4RIk 98 2(B-cell lym-
phoma 2, Bel-2) 8 [ ZZ R JA T R Ja - K -]
PP A o IS AR YL T8 1 Bel-2 B 4t
IR CLR - KA B RR A 1 I 1 (myeloid cell leuke-
mia-1,Mecl-1) \Bel-2 G 5t Al Bel-2 FEE 1 10 Bel-2
FEEE I 2, F2 08 7200 2 11 Bel-2 A ¢ X # 11 (Bcl-2 asso-
ciated X protein, Bax) 1 Bel-2 #5915 (Bcl-2 antagonist,
Bak) , {24 7~ BH3 iE— 7 [ Bel-2 HOCHE T2 /5 8 . BH3
S5 AL T HE PN T Bel-2 AH A% JH A 5 (Bel-2 inte-
racting mediator, Bim) , Bel-2 AH H.AE FH 2% 3 &5 F . Bel-2
B T 8 TS T harakiri JEIH p53 EE
TR B RS A 1. DNA R ALY
TR B IR A A T 2 i R AN M e A N RN F T
Bel-2 8 G i g8 T A 5 402 08 T A 1] 1~ A
T JH £ R 1A 5 L 1V (mitochondrial membrane potential ,
MMP) , 175 LR RSP A, , 3 14 48 i (53 C(cyto-
chrome C, Cyt-C) 55 Z /2 b AR AT A= 19 e R 2 14 Bl K
1% 71 (second mitochondria-derived activator of caspases,
Smac) 2 A A 22 2R B 1S54 4 T R RS GEE A2
J 5T A, 5 R T 8 BSOS R 1 (apoptosis protease-
activating factor-1, APAF-1) K2 1 9 (caspase-9) &
LEG TR T /IMA , fish & " WiF 800 caspase 2RI v, 5
AN ES AT RERE IR, e & fb & AR L g 1= kit
PR A 5 A AV IO 24 ] 30 2 3 R 1l i Tt L
3-8 Tt/ 45 [ 3 8 B (phosphoinositide 3-kinase/protein ki-
nase B, PISK/Akt) | 22 24 J5 3#% 1% A% 55 1 4 8 (mitogen-
activated protein kinase , MAPK ) {55 518 % 3 [v] 1 22 b 73
AL IERL AN T, SRR TR ML LA 1
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Bl &KiEATEENHE

1.1 S| R R

SR R PRATLAAR P T 1 45 (reactive oxygen spe-
cies,ROS) /A= b it 1My 5 R A E AL RGBT AL R G0
M R AT B U B P A R D REER LY . Bk
A2 ROS 1 ARG, b (A Pyl i) i TG b B A iE A T
AALTETR Lt B v R i it R SRS
JELROSY, LR R EE T ik B ROS YRR b, B

Z B AR AR T o AR A2 1 i ROS BEAS

Y 2RI AR BT 001, 51 A BB ik S A S, i
INER AR B ) 25 4 56 36, S SO — IR = A= a2
MMP [, S T 00 P 5 2o AR R T 44, AR 1 20 i
0
1.2 HREEARKRRE

2 L) S0 2 A4 L R B ) — A SR I PR AR
FEALHE G .S G A M I 4 B B, ¥ S A0 A= A
P MUAL T HLFE DNABESEZA w41
JEVI B4 R 4 MO T A A A I 2K 1 (eyelin) L cyelin {1
18 1 (cyclin-dependent kinase, CDKs) , CDKs i il 7] =
[ A BAE . cyclin 5 CDKs 25 5T E W, %2
A WA 3 S IR AL RS ) SR A S A R SRR X 24
JEIBTEC 1 9895 4 H 5 CDKs 41l 1) w38 52 17 il CDKs 1Y
TG, B L 200 B 3 R 4 R A e 200 B A 67
U AR A S E TS B DNA ST S B AR
A p53 157 il i, FIMME IR 18 1 Bax 19k, 175
SRR A T
1.3 PI3K/Akt MAPK {5 S 1& BB EIE

PI3K/AKt {555 3 % 1Y) 7 W OIS BRAEAE H] T T ilf £
FPEOELIA 8 4 U8 Bax \Bak M caspase-3 S5 2R AL I
TR A RIA , E IR Bel-2 1B 2 158 - 8 2R 11 46
PR TR H A FRIR I LORL R P EGZE AL AR AR
T IRAR % DA 2 g 1 A= & J . MAPK A5 538
5% T 3 ek L DG B V3 [ A A M 5 1 R (extracellular
signal-regulated kinase, ERK) Al Jun ##{ B¢ (Jun kinase,
INK) #11il Bax/Bak 75 2k i AR B - 14 55 R Ak S b4 o
R AL, BEWT Sk AR H T i 42, B0 240 i % 2E s
kiR, AL e A J
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2 HHFEERSEBEEAEETERNEHRERE
2.1 HEERE

SEAEHIA R o P 25 3R] b i S MR, Qiao
SRR S R, AR 28 AT 3 5 ) INK A S
A& AV £ 459 40 i TE-1 1 Eca-109 H1 1 Bel-2 KF, T i
MMP, & /5 Bax ., 24 7Y caspase-3 (cleaved-caspase-3) .
cleaved-caspase-9 Fl1 %4 fiff 78 22 JIi 11 W i A% W 2R & 1
[cleaved poly (ADP-ribose ) polymerase, cleaved-PARP] £
PR, 75 S LR P Cyt-C REHICE A LIRS, 490 41 200 ffd
g, e A T, T IR B Eca- 109 41 MU A2 AR
ARG AR TR AN E K, Gu A B IR
B, SRR A AL M PISKYAKUAR 55 5 S 2 S AL A
F 3 (signal transducer and activator of transcription 3,
STAT3) 5 5 il e i 2, S vey A2 7 8 4 /it K'Y SE-70
P ROSIKF-, /5 MMP 5%, SR BRI T, ZAhh2y
Y a A RO B EZEAL S PR FR R, Chen S5 BIFSE
UESE ARFRREZOE T 2R AR TR AR S T A
Bim, Cyt-C I cleaved-PARP 1] 3 ik , i 7 caspase-3 {ifi
Ak, I fef 4 e R ABE iy T Go/M U, (2 i B R 2 M EC-1
FIKYSE-450 i =, AR A AR R IZS Bk A 2%
FHEY) L2 AR 2 22 il S5 F 98 3R B, LU 251 vl
IR R AR TS T B A Y Eca-109 & A T,
FCAE AL J2 LV Bax . F ¥4 Bel-2 ., 2 5 caspase-3 Fll
caspase-9 1 PE . B R R TBR R AL 2, Wu S5
WP R, 6 B R AENS i 1) 15 5 BB A 1Y Eca-109 28
RLAAR Y Cyt-C RITA 55 X R il e A 20 L5, 2 1
41 B8 N cleaved-caspase-3. cleaved-caspase-9, APAF-1,
Bax AR ) KK T, FEAR Bel-2 A7 6 =K1, #E
[e] PR U T AR S AR L A T, A PR A A=
Ko MR P ABER AR, SRR E PR,
i 2% RE % i R W N 8 40 i Eca-109 N MMP FI
Bel-2 %1k, [ Bax ik, {2 #E4IIA T

25 b BRI R AR ORBREOR LR
B AR o 2R A B 28 29 1R R T e e e 4 A
SN | BELTR A i J 99 T 951 INK K PISK/AKt/STAT3 {5
5 T A 1) AU R T AR A A AR A 0
B IFEE R T
2.2 BE%E

TERA S WA R T RIS IR A B — R
J IR TG M1, Jiang SEIWFSEIE R, 44 0 TR REAS A
i £ A 98 40 il KYSE-30, KYSE-150 il EC-9706 1 1)
PI3K/Akt/Mi FL 3 4 F5 1A 2 & 48 &% 1 (mammalian target
of rapamycin, mTOR ) Fll Ras/Raf {5 5 1@ % , 34 e ff 7=

2 H Bax M cleaved-caspase-3 .cleaved-caspase-8 . cleaved-
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caspase-9 ., p21. p53 [ % 15 , K&K HT I8 17 & 1 Bel-2
J cyclin B1 .CDK2 (7K, i75 S 4l & A= 2ok R 7%
5 A8 A A PN A K o Jaridonin DA 4% ¥ B AR R B —
BT R Be- DL FEAZ B Ak G W, E O I 5T &
B, Jaridonin REGEA4 EL B 2 A EC-1 14 48 ff =1 391 BEL i £
G/M BBt , il a8 [ p53  Bax . p21 Al p27 £ 1Y K1k,
A MMP, {2 3 Cyt-C MNGRLAR HE A A LT , S0 cas-
pase-3 Fll caspase-9 , TN i A AL PR T2 5 v SRR 2 Ho
T R AT — RS Y, XS E B RIE S,
T BEIE VT 30 i BRI 40 i MMP | 754 caspase-3 45 )
NIRPEL R T3 A%, S BUR B 40 EC-9706 & E
ANAT TP T o BB g — TR Y 24 R ] R
K, EEFIR I, B BLLE TR SR AR =5 2K A5
Py m] 45 MAPK/INK {5453 4%, AR £ 598 40 72 Eca-
109 H1 i MMP, 2 75 1 P ROS /K, i #F Cyt-C . Bax i
i b B AL AN AR 16 P F 20, C/EBP [A) YR 2R 1 223K, 30
Bcl-2 . cyclin B1 3631k, i1 caspase %15 [z i , 42 #F 41 Jig
T,

2 b AR & Jaridonin 7 5 BEAG | TR LS 2 R
CTRAR = M5S0 P A5 0 28 v 24 15 R 1800 P 3 4 v
ROS 7K ¥ 14 95 4f i J& 3] | 34 % PISK/Akt/mTOR #I
MAPK/INK {5538 B0 PR PELOR R PR Toak A2, il
JEgER R ORR
2.3 HEWEE

W S E A S IS A I — R KRR A YR
Jiang SR R, v S0 RE A5 1 0 £ 8 40 M K'Y SE-
150 P ROS 7KF-, Jf-F& Ml MMP | -1 Bax , F i} Bel-2, #
{% T i caspase-3 , caspase-8 Fl caspase-9, iz 2175 5 4 iy
T W H TR EMAEY T — M R, Li
U B, TR R i b E R 4 MY Eca-
109 N Bax #3A , T i Bel-2 ik, iR f# Bax [n] 26 K7 (K 5
7, 755 Cyt-C BECHE A G HL 5T, UE 1M 0 caspase-9 Fll
caspase-3, il 40 AG IR N A= K o

25 b S0 5 R AR W b 2 T A
AR 20 PN ROS ZKF-, B IR MMIP, 8 [ 2k A i -3
2 M e B A A
24 %

08 F e N E R Y AR ZE th SR U IR Ve 2R b &
Yy, SRS SIE ST, 22 B B ARSI O B R Al i EC-
109 Zebifh , 755 Cyt-C B A5 , 7% caspase-9
MR AT, BT ILARER-3- KB TRREEMN
s R PRI — R 2R AL B, Lin S BEIE L B, R IK
BFILER-3- I E FIRERRE U P I &8 4 i Eca-109
FEC-9706 N MMP, il Bel-2 2 1215, [ Bax il
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caspase-3 #5 [13615, 1 FAIMIH T, F LA 5t —Fhok
R TR RH T 552 Y b 2 025 6 3
T, Wu SRR S A B T 48 i 40 i Eca-109
FIKYSE-150 A N S A AT B A i £ 10, LA FI AL
il J& I 4 cleaved-caspase-3 . cleaved-caspase-8 ., cleaved-
caspase-9 YRR, I I 5T 42 & A il 2 A o 4 Js 2R
P O YR TA , ALk i es 20 B 0 N DRV T

Zi b TR RRETFILAER-3-E TIRER T H
$r 5t A B S T 2 1 P L P E ok SRR R T s AR
A AT,
25 BEE

oA BT R T B L S rh 2 A
) — i LB — 0% FE T, Wang SR R I, o- R TR
T RE A% 1 38 0 £ A5 40 L Eca-109 P ROS % i, $2 1y
Bax /K-, FEAIK Bel-2 K7, FHAE E oAk h i 1235
- \APAF-1 Fl Cyt-C [ BRI, i 1 0% caspase-3 Fll cas-
pase-9, R4 MIJH T MM HIHAR A A . AT VIR
I8 B EEN R EY, #h Oy WA L B, EAE
B VIREBS S INK A5 538 %, 71 ERK/c-Myc {5 518
%, T i Bel-2 1y K3k, f i T UiF 48 2 X Bax | Bak,
cleaved-caspase-9 Rk , G bR T TR 4% , UE T 0
il B A K'Y SE-150 F1 EC-109 s st ALK

Zi b oW AR BRI VIR TR
PR3 AT 38 28 445 48 P9 ROS ZKF- (#1458 INK . ERK/c-
Myec {553 J , T HAoh i T2 48 15 5 B i 4 i
T
2.6 HEKE

CT-K3K7 &Pk I5 T 18 b il 2 I AL 14, 5K
FEAFCSE LB, CT-K3KT 1] R i £ 459 41 il KY SE-
70 5 KYSE-150 § MMP, #i i Bel-2 3k , fi # Bax il
caspase-3 ik , WA AL 13858 53888 . BEJRZ AR
FEWCH 2 RERE , B AT AT UESE , BE IR 2 IKRE S
] R A T30 BEAH DGR T, | Bax 383k, {2 Bax —
I L, T 98 Bel-2 Kk, B Bel-2/Bax FUAEL, B
caspase-3, FEIM 1 R E AL EC-9706 JH1-,

Zi I, W7 2 KL fb R CT-K3K 7 BE R 2 K5 2 Ik
F A R BRAE TR AR LRI R TR A I B
RIS IE SRS e dE R A M T
2.7 ERME

PIRERE 2 EE [ R — R AIUL S R 45
RAMZE LT, 15 75 SE I 5 S L, PR T AT 4 B A5
I il Eca-109 H 28 R7 R 1 T3 4% |, {2 i#F Bax . caspase-3 .,
caspase-9 [ ik, 1] Bel-2 Mcl-1 i 263k , R #Esh 41
MIPAT . - AE IR IR A B I A2y, £
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FESECF G LI, o- 20 EkE 3 1 Cyt-C . Smac & cas-
pase-3 IFRIAKIH BN Eca-109 981,

g5 b, IR | o- 4 S Tk A5 42 T S v 24 15 A 10
RERS T TZARAR P TR AR, LA S A M T i
YEH .
2.8 Hft

CRE 2 P ey WL lUE 2 SR G R e
TR B, B 2 WERE U8 T 4 & 8 9 41 L EC-9706
Bel-2 #1#% A F kB (nuclear factor kappa-B, NF-kB) £ [
F 235, 1 Bax £ 192638 , 3 1 306 Zeb AR U8 Tk
AT FANMLIR T, 38 A4 ) NF-B ()9 Mok 4 3 20
JRLRT BB A BURRRE . WE 7 73 A WE R —FP R AR 22
B RRAE Y, BRECE I R, W5 75 R rl
T Bel-2 %k | L Bax 3k AL MMP K fE iF &4
P 40 L KOY SE-70 R T, I 400 ) 122 40 O % AL R 0 AR P A=
Ko wRHERBERZEH/NERRAEMEY AR E
AW, Kwak S WFSEUESE , ¥ W R iR it ) 248
9o 210 8 K'Y SE-30 £ KYSE-450 1 /1Y) INK/p38 MAPK {55
5 %, {2 UE ROS (1972 4, FRAIK MMP, 3 58 caspase 1
PE B SUMIAT . JEAERR 2 AL G b R 27 AT Ak 4
B RARETA S N2 W, Li s R W] AL 2
L i 9 £ R 40 I KY SE-150 Hh PISK/Akt %5 2 4515
538 [, B9 0 p53/p21 . Bax Hl cleaved-caspase-3 K-, [%
IR ERK1/2.p38 . Bel-2 /K-, 3l i A (A JA TR A Al 2E 20
M T . neobractatin J& T B 81 Bl B 0 & AT 4 R e
rh ) AR RS AL 5, Li S WF9E & B, neobractatin
FE 0 172 33 23 45 98 200 i K'Y SE-450 th 2 R 442 4 M IS4 37 iy
20 (23K, 15 Bax MR G, 1755 Cyt-C NZ R A
TR TS 1) 240 B0 5T, ¥1 caspase-3 Fil caspase-9, #ll il B B A%
FEIRE B AR A o IR PR 2 TR RN P 2 T s B e v )
WAEE AL 5, X2 AE ISR R, Wi ME R R 2 TR
WP T 7T 4 2 A AR B 98 4 Y Eca- 109 1) MMP, 411
il Bel-2 AU 3A5 , [ ROS . caspase-3 Fll PARP [ 215 , fiE
HEARREIA T o KRR FR AR KGR F R B — A LA AL
Yy, Ze bV A BT UE S , KR 2R R S AR R A0
EC-109 1) MMP, J- £ = 2l }f ] Bax mRNA &3k , #il ]
Bcl-2 mRNA %Kik, 15 R A0 T,
3 HEERE

BB A R it 24 BRI S AR
B WO AR, R E s R A
BT AR A T AR RS ) — Rk, ey
TERERNNAIT h A TR EIT, — e R B VRAN T
AR ABIT I 5 AL SRR TR TR
MIRERE . ASCREL 1 b 243 M o PR 3 SRR P Tk
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TR R AR SCHIFT , & B B2 (IS A6 2%

BN ORBER (I R AR K

(N4 v HEF 3R Jaridonin 75 # B FTBRLE 7R LT AH

ZERALE YA ) ARV (I S SRR |

B2 (N2 B R GRIE 7L R -3- I TR A s

A R (N a- W B R AR VISR ) (2K

J5 (hnig a2 R AL CT-K3K 7 BEFR 2 K55 5 % T

Je (AN PR | -2 = IR 45 ) 45 R 238 P Ao, mT e o 3

TSN B F 4 1 39 452 PISK/Akt \MAPK S5

IE B R R AR TR AR SR B A RS L O

PR HET,

S48 22 2T 1 A0 R A M o) RO AR 4 30
B A B AR (B Y R IE 2R R T A0 M SE 5
ARSI B2 W) SR S AT R T e R34 75 3 LT 71
%503 (D TEBUA A S 56 i HEail B Ab se iR i, Of5¢
A 2 TR O B AH DG 2 BRAE ISR 30 3 RIS (4 1 PR
HG LIS IE 7R 22 4t 5 (2) 23 Ml o0 $ i
REI IR, WA 5) 32 vh 25 T i RIS T4 B i )
PSRN 2R BYSE A, 5 S AR AL B A P IR UL R
PRI BT B AR 5 (3)TRLEE W RE KOG B Y AT RERE
M) P 245355 1 B O3 A R E M TEZ5 W) BRI A A S
o PP AR 8 S 3 it B 5 8 O A Rz A 2, LA
TREGYIAITRCR 5 (4) RTES 5 9KRL 125 25 B ik FOR
DAFE o r 24 10 A 0 U 2 4 )k R A )
M. 25 E, ARy s R e, N2 22
DAL R Hh 28 16 P i T B AR IR T R BT, L
TRIBTT 2RI R
S 3k
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